EFFECT OF IRON SUPPLEMENT ON Hb SYNTHESIS BY IRON DEFICIENT RETICULOCYTES--AN IN VITRO STUDY.
Iron uptake for hemoglobin synthesis was apparently increased in the reticulocytes of severely iron deficient anemic women, but was actually decreased significantly when expressed in terms of number of reticulocytes. The decreased synthesis could be restored to more than normal by supplementing with ferric iron or transferrin iron (normal plasma), but not with ferrous iron, which rather further reduced the already impaired hemoglobin synthesis.